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SUPERIOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP

WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 24 

AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 139 AND 171 
AN ORDINANCE TO CONTROL THE HEIGHT OF VEGETATION; TO PROVIDE NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS AND A PROCEDURE FOR ABATEMENT OF VIOLATIONS BY THE TOWNSHIP, COLLECTION OF THE COSTS THEREOF, CREATION OF A LIEN THEREFOR, AND APPEAL OF THE COSTS, AND TO ESTABLISH A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF.

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF SUPERIOR ORDAINS:

Section. 24-01. Limitations on Height of Certain Weeds, Grass, and Uncultivated Vegetations.
 

a. No person who is the owner, and/or occupant, and/or person in control of occupied or unoccupied property which is one acre or less in size shall permit weeds, grass or other vegetation located on the property to grow to a height greater than 10 inches, except as set forth in c below.

b. The following vegetation is exempt from the provisions of this section:


(1)
Agricultural crops


(2)
Trees; 


(3)
Shrubs;


(4)
 Flowers or other decorative ornamental plants under cultivation;

(5) 
Wildflowers, but only until such time as seeds have matured following the final blooming of the majority of the plants.


(6)
Vegetation in woodlands or wetlands.

c. It shall be the duty of any person having supervision or control of any lot, tract, or parcel of land or any portion thereof, to cut or cause to be cut and removed as necessary to comply with this section, all such grass, weeds, or vegetation on the property as often as may be necessary to comply with the provisions of this section.

Section 24-02.
 Notice to Owner of Violations; Abatement by Township; Collection of Costs and Lien; Appeals

(a)
Notice of violation. If the owner of property violates or refuses to comply with Section 1, the Township shall give written notice to the property owner. The notice shall be delivered to the owner or mailed to the owner's post office address. If delivery in person is not possible or if the owner's address is unknown, notice shall be given by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township at least twice within ten consecutive days and either:


(1)
Posting the notice on or near the front door of each dwelling on the property to which the violation relates, or on or near the front door of the principal building on the property to which the violation relates if there is no dwelling; or


(2) Posting the notice on a placard attached to a stake at least four feet in length which has been driven into the ground on the property to which the violation relates, at or near the front property line, if the property contains no building.

(b) Contents of first notice. The notice of violation shall contain the following information:


(1)
The requirements of section 24-01.

(2) 
That the owner has ten days from the date of this notice to correct the violation.

(3) 
That if the owner fails to correct the violation, the Township will enter upon the property and mow or have the vegetation mowed, cut and removed.

(4) 
That if the owner fails to pay the costs thereof, a lien shall be filed against the property to secure all costs and fees.

(c) Contents of second notice. The second notice of a violation in one growing season shall contain:


(1)      All required statements as provided in subsection (b) of this section; 
and


(2)
A statement that if the property owner commits a subsequent violation of section 1, the Township may enter the property, as necessary, for the remainder of the current growing season to correct further violations without further notice to the owner and may assess the costs thereof as provided in this section;

(3) 
For the purposes of this section, growing season shall mean the period of time from March 1 until November 1 of any year.

(d)
Township may correct violation.  If, at the expiration of ten days after any notice provided for in this section has been given, the owner has failed to correct the violation, the Township may enter upon the property and do the work, or pay for the work to be done, as necessary to correct the violation. If, during one growing season, the property owner fails to correct a violation after notice has been given as provided in subsection (c), the Township may enter the property throughout the growing season as necessary to correct further violations without further notice to the owner and may assess the costs thereof as provided in this section.

(e)
Owner assessed costs.
A statement
of the costs incurred by the Township in correcting a violation shall be mailed to the property owner. The costs shall include an administrative fee which shall be set by resolution of the Township Board. The statement shall be due within 30 days of the date of mailing.

(f)
Lien to secure costs. The costs so incurred are hereby made a lien upon the property, and the statement of expenses or a certified copy thereof shall be prima facie proof of the expenses incurred by the Township. Whenever any such costs against any piece of property shall be delinquent for 30 days after the mailing of the statement of costs, the Township official in charge of the collection thereof shall certify by November 1 of each calendar year to the Treasurer of the Township, the fact of such delinquency, whereupon such costs shall be entered upon the next tax roll as a charge against such premises and shall be collected and the lien thereof enforced in the same manner as general Township taxes against such premises are collected and the lien thereof enforced.
(g) Appeal of costs imposed. Within 15 days of the date the statement of costs is mailed to the owner of the property, the owner may appeal the reasonableness of the charges billed for abating the condition to the Township Board by filing a written statement with the Township, stating why the charges are unreasonable. The appeal shall be submitted to the Township Board for its review within a reasonable time after filing. If the Township Board finds the charges unreasonable, it shall assess the costs as it deems reasonable. The administrative fee shall not be appealable.
(h)
The Township Ordinance Officer shall be the Commissioner of Noxious Weeds as specified by State Statute.
Section 24-03.  In lieu of the notice required in Section 24-02 above, the township may publish a notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the township during the month of March that weeds not cut by May 31, and then not cut again by August 31, of that year would be cut by the township and the owner of the property charged with costs under the provisions of Section 24-02. The township's publication shall also contain all other information required of the notice pro​vided for in Section 24-02. The township may cut weeds as many times as necessary and charge the costs to the property owner. 
Section 24-04.  The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect upon the first publication.

Section 24-05.  This Ordinance adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Superior on August 16, 1971, and amended by Ordinance No. 130 effective March 25, 1997 and Ordinance No. 171 on February 19. 2008.
